TENMILE CLEAN WATER PROJECT
Who we are and what we do:
We are an independent, citizen-led group
dedicated to improving the overall water
quality in the Tenmile Creek watershed.
Our goal is to bring the waters of the
Tenmile Creek watershed into compliance
with water quality standards for bacteria,
and maintain those clean water conditions.
We aim to achieve our neighborhood clean
water goal by involving people in sampling
for water quality and in finding and fixing
preventable pollution sources.
We are not a regulatory body; we seek to
resolve water quality issues through
community involvement and good land
stewardship.
Using what we learn and accomplish
through this effort, we will demonstrate
how citizens in other lowland Whatcom
County watersheds can also contribute. We
believe sustained community stewardship is
the most durable solution.

Fecal Matters:
We use established protocols & certified
laboratories to analyze water for fecal
coliform bacteria, used to indicate the
presence of fecal matter from warmblooded animals. Fecal matter in water
can contain organisms that cause
cholera, typhoid, dysentery & hepatitis-A
in humans.
Sources of fecal coliform bacteria in
surface waters can include fecal matter
from failing or improperly installed septic
systems, livestock, wildlife, and pets.
Identifying specific sources is challenging
and time-consuming work.

Why we care and why Tenmile Creek:
We want to improve Tenmile watershed ecosystem-health, protect people’s health and
ensure we are not contributing to fecal pollution that requires closure of shellfish harvest
in portions of Portage Bay. In recent years, we have helped reduce fecal coliform bacteria
levels in this watershed. While more work is needed, we know we can solve this.
The Tenmile Clean Water Project has been active since fall 2013, but people living here
have a history of actively addressing water-related challenges. Our work builds on the
effective Tenmile Creek Watershed Project that ran from 2001 to 2008 and used
common-sense community approaches to improving water quality and habitat.
And this watershed also offers many characteristics that allow us to test what works in
our county, with a diversity of both land uses (residential, commercial, agriculture) and
land characteristics (well and poorly drained, peaty, gravelly, hilly, flat, wooded, open.)
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Water Quality Sampling:
The map above shows sites where we collect
water samples every month for analysis by
Whatcom County’s Pollution, Identification &
Correction Program.
With separate private funding, we also collect
‘ad-hoc’ samples on private land (with the
owner’s consent; results remain confidential.)
This helps us identify possible water quality
issues, and allows us to work directly with
landowners on improvements.

 Please consider joining us!
 We Sample in NICE weather
(or that other kind)
 Sometimes we get coffee &
doughnuts too!

How to Participate:
Come to a monthly meeting! Join us on the second Wednesday of every month, 6:30-8:00
pm at BelleWood Acres (6140 Guide Meridian, Lynden). In our meetings we review recent
water quality data, discuss community involvement, conduct business and often have
lively and educational presentations.
Contact us! Email: tenmilecleanwater@gmail.com Web: https://tenmilecleanwater.org/

